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Spring W ildflower Trip at Destinella Flat,  
Payne Ranch, Colusa County 

Leaders include: Ellen Dean, Gordon Harrington, Craig Thomsen, and Jack Alderson 
Saturday: March 28, 2009 

ca. 8 am - 6 pm 
 

Payne Ranch is a large BLM property located SW of the intersection of Hwys 16 and 20 in 
Colusa County. For those of you familiar with Bear Valley, which is located north of Hwy 
20 in Colusa County, the Payne Ranch is just south of Bear Valley. The vegetation at our 
destination is a mixture of serpentine and non-serpentine meadows and chaparral, seeps, 
and oak woodland. It is home to numerous rare plants. We are assisting BLM in compiling 
a checklist of vascular plants for the ranch; therefore, any species encountered that is not 
on the plant list will be collected to add to the list. However, the main purpose of this trip 
is to enjoy the wildflowers and teach participants some plant names. The terrain will be 
rocky, but without much elevation gain. Participants will need to be steady on their feet 
and able to walk about 1.5 miles. 
 
Details: There is no fee for this trip. We will 
carpool to the extent possible up to the ranch. 
A meeting place that some of us in Yolo 
County have used as a carpool point is the 
Rumsey Town Hall, which is in the Capay 
Valley on the east side of Hwy 16 at the town 
of Rumsey (see map). Others can meet in 
Davis or Sacramento and carpool from there. 
We will be leaving Davis at ca. 8 am, arriving 
at Rumsey ca. 9 am and then drive the rest of 
the way up to the ranch, meeting other 
participants at the parking area on the north 
side of  Hwy 20 just east of the intersection of 
Hwy 16 at ca. 10 AM. Once a list of 
participants is available, we will help 
participants organize carpools. You will need 
to contribute to the cost of gas in your 
carpool. Please wear clothing that provides 
protection against the sun and poison oak, including long pants and a hat, as well as sturdy shoes. 
Participants will need to bring at least a quart of water and a lunch.  
 
We would appreciate knowing of your interest ahead of time, so that we can wait for you at one of our 
meeting points. Email Ellen at eadean@ucdavis.edu  or call 752-1091 for more information, and we will 
place you on our trip list.   


